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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Discover apps and strategies that can build confident English learners while mastering literacy in the classroom! You'll engage with apps and create a strategy list that you can use immediately.Participants will view the latest research that supports English Learners regarding instructional practices. They will collaborate with others in the session to engage with tools, resources and applications that support this population. Finally, they will design an individualized list of what could support their grade level literacy instruction for English Learners.
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Outcomes
1. Review key elements of Literacy Standards and how   

English Learners access language

2. Access platforms, apps, and tools that support 
English Learners

3. Select your next move
jbrown@isbe.net Jill Brown
lward@isbe.net Lisa Ward
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Build 
Knowledge

Extract and 
Employ 

Evidence

Engage with 
Complex Text

Reviewing Those Shifts

Reading and Speaking 
& Listening

Writing and Language Content Area 
Standards

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Rigor and grade level standards are meant for all students, including the smaller populations of students who need specialized learning experiences. 
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Quality Instruction: What to Include for ELLs

• Literacy-rich school environments
• Instruction that develops skills in English and participation 

in grade-level coursework;
• Coursework including specific pedagogical techniques and 

resources;
• Opportunities for classroom discourse and interaction 
• Ongoing assessment and feedback to guide learning; and
• Speakers of English who know the language well enough to 

provide ELLs with models and support. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Literacy-rich school environments where students are immersed in a variety of language experiences;Coursework that prepares ELLs for postsecondary education or the workplace,  yet is made comprehensible for students learning content in a second language  (through specific pedagogical techniques and additional resources);
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The natural approach is a method of language teaching developed by Stephen Krashen and Tracy Terrell in the late 1970s and early 1980s. It aims to foster naturalistic language acquisition in a classroom setting, and to this end it emphasises communication, and places decreased importance on conscious grammar study and explicit correction of student errors. Efforts are also made to make the learning environment as stress-free as possible. In the natural approach, language output is not forced, but allowed to emerge spontaneously after students have attended to large amounts of comprehensible language input.Terrell's view that some degree of conscious grammar study can be beneficial.  Terrell sees 4 categories of activities as promoting subconscious language acquisition.  such as learning a new subject in the target language; activities which focus on personalizing language, such as students sharing their favorite music; games; and problem-solving activities.Both the natural approach and the direct method are based on the idea of enabling naturalistic language acquisition in the language classroom; they differ in that the natural approach puts less emphasis on practice and more on exposure to language input and on reducing learners' anxiety.�This chart is from the book A Natural Approach to Second Language Acquisition by Terrell
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Direct Method Approach: WIDA Connection
Recount: To display knowledge or narrate experiences or events. 
• Tell or summarize stories, 
• Produce information reports, 
• Share past experiences
Explain: To clarify the “why” or the “how” of ideas, actions, or 
phenomena. 
• Describe life cycles, 
• Share why or how things work, 
• State causes and effects, 
• Share results of experiments
Argue: To persuade by making claims supported by evidence. 
• State preferences or opinions 
• Construct arguments with evidence
Discuss: To interact with others to build meaning and share 
knowledge. 
• Participate in small or large group activities and projects

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Direct Method Approach:  In general, teaching focuses on the development of oral skills.[2] Characteristic features of the direct method are:teaching concepts and vocabulary through pantomiming, real-life objects and other visual materialsteaching grammar by using an inductive approach (i.e. having learners find out rules through the presentation of adequate linguistic forms in the target language)centrality of spoken language (including a native-like pronunciation)focus on question-answer patternsAnother systematic approach is utilizing the WIDA Consortium’s materials.  Some of these can only be accessed by being a member and many schools are, but often, only the ELL Specialist has access.  
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Traditional Resources

WIDA Can Do Descriptors: https://www.wida.us/standards/CAN_DOs/

Presenter
Presentation Notes
WIDA has a slightly different way of categorizing students along a continuum, as shown here.  The Can Do Descriptors can be utilized as benchmarks but also 

https://www.wida.us/standards/CAN_DOs/


GO TO Strategies 
Project: 

http://ez.cal.org/con
tent/download/1906/
22045/file/go-to-
strategies.pdf

Traditional Resources: Center for Applied 
Linguistics (CAL)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The GO TO Strategies is an outcome of the Project EXCELL professional development delivered to the NKCS teachers and was written by the team of Dr. Linda New Levine, Ms. Laura Lukens, and Dr. Betty Ansin Smallwood.The 78 strategies selected were modeled and discussed with the teachers during the practitioner-oriented courses. The GO TO Strategies was designed to be used as a resource by K-12 general education and content-area teachers with English language learners (ELLs) in their classrooms, ELL teachers, special education teachers, principals and other supervisors overseeing the instruction of diverse groups of students

http://ez.cal.org/content/download/1906/22045/file/go-to-strategies.pdf
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Traditional Resources: 
www. Achievethecore.org 

1. Aligned Materials: 
https://achievethecore.org/aligned/?s=ELL

2. Fluency Packets:  
https://achievethecore.org/category/411/e
la-literacy-lessons?filter_cat=1153

3. Text Sets: 
https://achievethecore.org/category/411/e
la-literacy-lessons?filter_cat=1112

Presenter
Presentation Notes
These resources were updated this week.

https://achievethecore.org/aligned/?s=ELL
https://achievethecore.org/category/411/ela-literacy-lessons?filter_cat=1153
https://achievethecore.org/category/411/ela-literacy-lessons?filter_cat=1112
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What’s In Common?

How ELLs Access Language!
1. Listening
2. Speaking
3. Reading 
4. Writing

Presenter
Presentation Notes
No matter the approach, a vast array of research supports reaching ELLs through these four domains. It makes sense that we listen in the early production stages, we begin to speak as we eventually learn some words/phrases, we then can become readers of those words and phrases and writing is the application of all the domains.We will look at each individually and tech resources will be shared to assist teachers and parents. 
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Access Language Through: Listening

Book Recordings
Small Group Instruction 
Repetition with Academic Vocabulary

BitsBoard
http://bitsboard.com/

http://www.storylineonline.net/

https://listenwise.com/
http://www.esl-lab.com/

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We know that reading aloud to children has been shown to improve reading, writing and communication skills, logical thinking and concentration, and general academic aptitude, as well as inspire a lifelong love of reading. The SAG-AFTRA Foundation’s award-winning children’s literacy website, Storyline Online, streams videos featuring celebrated actors reading children’s books alongside creatively produced illustrations. Readers include Viola Davis, Chris Pine, Lily Tomlin, Kevin Costner, Annette Bening, James Earl Jones, Betty White and dozens more. Storyline Online is available 24 hours a day for children, parents, caregivers and educators worldwide. Each book includes supplemental curriculum developed by a credentialed elementary educator, aiming to strengthen comprehension and verbal and written skills for English-language learners.Randall's ESL Listening Lab has many listening conversation recordings in both adult and children voices. Conversations are categorized on the website and can be found on daily life, careers, social gatherings, etc. On the right hand side there are menu selections to guide educators to more resources. The first stop is a video explaining how the website is structured and is the best place for first time visitors. It can be found HERE.Listenwise is an award-winning listening skills platform. The collection of podcasts and public radio keeps teaching connected to the real world and builds student listening skills at the same time. Students can listen to engaging real world podcasts, read along with the interactive transcript and as an ELL develop along the continuum, they can also discuss with topics with students to deepen understanding. This platform can assist many English Learners who are not acquiring the level of academic language needed for college and career readiness.BitsBoard APP  comes in a free version as well as a FULLY OPEN paid version currently $19.99. The free version includes access to the Bitsboard catalog including tens of thousands of flashcards and carefully curated lessons covering hundreds of topics. Bitsboard is fully customizable to meet educators specific learning needs and allows educators to create their own cards that can be used in the 14 plus activities in the APP. The free version allows access to an online collection of "boards" that other educators have created that can be downloaded. The PRO version does allow for multiple users on one device and more management capabilities. Also popup reminders to upgrade will disappear. 

http://www.esl-lab.com/firstvisit.htm
http://www.storylineonline.net/
https://listenwise.com/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/bitsboard-education-games/id516842210?mt=8
http://bitsboard.com/
http://www.storylineonline.net/
https://listenwise.com/
http://www.esl-lab.com/
http://www.esl-lab.com/firstvisit.htm
http://www.storylineonline.net/
https://listenwise.com/
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Access Language Through: Speaking

Book Talks
Conferences
Peer Discussion
Sentence Frames

UVic Clipart

http://www.digitaldialects.com/

http://bit.ly/2KpaRTg

http://www.voki.com/

https://hcmc.uvic.ca/clipart/

Presenter
Presentation Notes
UVic's Language Teaching Clipart - This website was created by  UVic Humanities Computing and Media Centre and Half-Baked Software to provide basic clipart (graphic) images to be used by educators for language development. The website offers many categories of clipart and two options of each. One graphic has a white background and the other is transparent, allowing more flexibility when using the designs. These graphics would also be useful for the special education teacher identifying daily tasks, common words...etc.Digital Dialects is a platform that provides online games to build language skills in 77 languages and 11 categories such as food, colors, numbers, animals, clothing, verbs...etc. Most of the activities include sound and all are interactive. No login is required to use the website.Harvard School of Education has identified protocols for discussions.  To be clear, this is a pdf.  A skill is identified in the pdf and then linked to websites that define the strategy and showcase how to implement.  Some are digital but we also want to be cognizant that practice with peers has been researched to be the most effective way to progress in learning a language. Voki: updated over the years…some content requires subscriptions with varying levels. Cross-Curricular technology integrated projects are included.  These projects are collated from teacher suggestions inventing their own ways of using Voki in their classroom. Projects should be integrated into core content curriculum and used in technology labs or technology education classes.

http://www.voki.com/
https://hcmc.uvic.ca/clipart/
https://www.gse.harvard.edu/sites/default/files/Protocols_Handout.pdf
http://www.digitaldialects.com/
http://www.digitaldialects.com/
http://bit.ly/2KpaRTg
http://www.voki.com/
https://hcmc.uvic.ca/clipart/
http://www.voki.com/
https://www.gse.harvard.edu/sites/default/files/Protocols_Handout.pdf
http://www.digitaldialects.com/
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Access Language Through: Reading

Texts that include:
Video
Artwork
Graphs/Charts
Vocabulary Supports 

(images, bold faced words, context clues)

Read/Write Chrome Extension

https://stanford.io/2KpL6Tb

http://bit.ly/2KmtAiv

bit.ly/EducaPlay

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Stanford Read Like a Historian Project:  The Reading Like a Historian curriculum engages students in historical inquiry. Each lesson revolves around a central historical question and features a set of primary documents designed for groups of students with a range of reading skills.  This curriculum teaches students how to investigate historical questions by employing reading strategies such as sourcing, contextualizing, corroborating, and close reading. Instead of memorizing historical facts, students evaluate the trustworthiness of multiple perspectives on historical issues and learn to make historical claims backed by documentary evidence.Educaplay - Create and share multimedia Educational Activities to any device using the HTML5 technology (interactive abilities). ESL students can practice by creating or reviewing conversations with the dialogue activity. Games are available such as matching, fill in the blank, riddles, slide show, word search, video quiz that include audio. All styles can be educator created or selected from a large community of already created resources. The resources are in English and 8 other languages which makes this also a great resource for world language (foreign) classes also.  The advantage to using the word searches is that there is a repository of connected content (i.e., flowers of Malaysia or question words)Read & Write Extension in CHROME can boost reading and writing confidence. The Extension can offer support for Google Docs/web to students with learning difficulties, dyslexia or ELL/ESL.Read&Write for Google Chrome™ offers a range of powerful support tools to help students gain confidence with reading, writing, studying and research, including:• Hear words, passages, or whole documents read aloud with easy-to-follow dual color highlighting• See the meaning of words explained with text and picture dictionaries• Get suggestions for the current or next word as you type• Turn words into text as you speak • Simplify and summarize text on web pagesHomer FOR EDUCATORS Throughout 2018, Homer is free to qualified and verified teachers and librarians to support educational instruction with progress tracking for up to 32 individual students.  Go to the website HERE to create a free account. Cultivate a love of reading in your child today!- 1,000+ phonics lessons in our groundbreaking step-by-step Homer method for kids age 2-8- Over 200+ stories in our award-winning library of eBooks- 200+ Science and History lessons to build advanced knowledge- Art and Music activities to foster creativity- Easy-to-use, nurturing, supportive and fun- 150+ Printable Worksheets, Learning Games and Activities for when screen time is over- 60 First Readers - your child’s first books they can read on their own!

https://sheg.stanford.edu/history-lessons
https://www.educaplay.com/en/learningresources/
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/readwrite-for-google-chro/inoeonmfapjbbkmdafoankkfajkcphgd?utm_source=chrome-ntp-icon
https://learnwithhomer.com/teachers/funnel/
https://stanford.io/2KpL6Tb
http://bit.ly/2KmtAiv
https://sheg.stanford.edu/history-lessons
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/readwrite-for-google-chro/inoeonmfapjbbkmdafoankkfajkcphgd?utm_source=chrome-ntp-icon
https://learnwithhomer.com/teachers/funnel/
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Access Language Through: Writing

Book creation
Journals
Picture Reports/Bulletin Boards

• Voice Typing
• Add ON - Translate

http://en.linoit.com/

http://www.pobble365.com/

https://drive.google.com

https://www.writereader.com/en

https://storybird.com/educators/

Presenter
Presentation Notes
PenPal Schools: Teachers enroll in a project and PenPal Schools connects every student with a group of PenPals.  Students read, write, and collaborate online through weekly standards-aligned lessons.  Students create and share original projects with peers, educators, and parents around the world. PenPal Schools promotes literacy, technology, & social-emotional skills.StoryBird” Storybird lets anyone make visual stories in seconds. We curate artwork from illustrators and animators around the world and inspire writers of any age to turn those images into fresh stories. Used in 400,000+ K-12 classrooms worldwide.Free for any educational setting. Works with any curriculum or device.

http://en.linoit.com/
https://www.writereader.com/en
https://storybird.com/educators/
http://www.pobble365.com/
http://en.linoit.com/
http://www.pobble365.com/
https://drive.google.com/
https://www.writereader.com/en
https://storybird.com/educators/
http://en.linoit.com/
https://www.writereader.com/en
https://storybird.com/educators/
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Our Support for Teachers

• www.illinoisliteracyinaction.org

• www.ilclassroomtech.weebly.com

Presenter
Presentation Notes


http://www.illinoisliteracyinaction.org/
http://www.ilclassroomtech.weebly.com/
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Checklist for ELL Programming & 
Classroom Considerations

1. Bias (not prejudicial)
2. Professional learning opportunities
3. Culturally responsive materials
4. Instructionally accessible 
5. Assessments provided at stage of language acquisition
6. Frequent attempts to communicate with parents

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Probably wondering how to expect rigor out of students who do not understand our language.  We must first begin with our own interpretation of how to teach English Learners.  Bias does not mean a teacher is prejudice but just may misunderstand strategy instruction aligned to the level of language acquisition.  Consider for a moment your education level and understanding of our own language.  Now, transplant yourself to an Eskimo village where only Aleutian language is spoken.  You are expected to hunt and gather food with the other tribe members.  You have a basic knowledge base to fish and pick berries but not necessarily with spears and you don’t know the location of the best place to fish/gather berries.  This doesn’t make you misunderstand the concepts how to hunt, it just makes you unaware of the language demands that are needed to understand the path of understanding to hunt/fish.  Number one researched based complaint by EL students is that they bear the burden of being labeled as “ignorant.” So here, bias means that the instructional materials and methods lean heavily on bias towards the stage of language acquisition.What professional learning opportunities have been provided for language acquisition and strategy instruction to your mainstream classroom teachers by your EL teacher?  The  number one complaint we hear from teachers AND EL Specialists, is that the EL teacher sees students all day and cannot meet with teachers and teachers are unaware how to instruct their students. Are the materials presented to students responsive not only to their culture, but to their age, gender, and social readiness?  We must tread lightly culturally b/c some students don’t wish to identify with their native traditions, just the language.  We can’t assume they understand those traditions or identify with them.Instructionally accessible considerations mean that a team of teachers are providing opportunities for language acquisition through vocabulary, visual aids, discourse and frequent practice with peers.  While certain grade level assessments are required by states, we need to monitor our students’ understanding formatively.  How will you know if your ELs are progressing with mainstream, on grade level materials?  Does your EL Specialist have time to communicate with the classroom teachers?Parent communication is key and there are many translator apps to support the parents and students.  Is there a plan in place to send homework home and have it explained in the native language?  What opportunities do parents have to respond and how are they supported?  If a student goes home to a one language house, how are they supported?  Is there a plan?
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Tools and Resources for
ELA

MATH
Science

Social Science
Social Emotional Learning

Technology
Fine Arts

www.ilclassroomsinaction.org

jbrown@isbe.net lward@isbe.net

http://www.ilclassroomsinaction.org/
mailto:jbrown@isbe.net
mailto:lward@isbe.net
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